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Storm Ciara has just passed through and I am feeling a little relieved but also a little cheated! 
Listening to the news over the last few days about trampolines stopping some railways from 
fully working, garden furniture being blown up to half a mile, trees coming down and even a 
chicken being blown over half a mile. My garden and your green have a few twigs on them and 
that is all. Not an interesting story! 
So now we are into February with Valentines Day rapidly approaching. Well, that is if I get on 
and write this report rather quickly or more probably, Valentines Day may have already gone. 
The point is that the days are now starting to get longer and that means the 2020 season is 
getting closer. 
Last week, pre Ciara, I carried out a load of green sampling. This entailed looking at some of 
the grass through a mobile microscope from which, if I could figure out how it works, I should 
be able to take photos and publish the results. Maybe next time. Also, I pulled loads of plugs 
down to six inches from your green to examine them and then replace them. 
The results from the trial with my very cheap microscope were encouraging and it could be a 
useful tool to see the very early signs of disease. However, this little microscope,100 times 
magnification, is not quite powerful enough to be able to see microbes in the root-zone. 
Anyway, that is what I expected but the grandchildren have had loads of fun using it at home. 
Taking out plugs ( cores ) this time of the year would usually show thicker brown roots, but with 
this crazy weather we have been having there are loads of good strong white roots. This 
shows that the green has kept growing all winter long. This, however, has not come as a 
surprise to me as I have been mowing on a weekly basis and have taken the height of cut 
down to 7mm already. So, we have good rooting down to around 4”- 5” on most of the green 
and the thatch layer is now around 10 mm. 
The more observant of you will remember that at the end of last season I said that the average 
thatch layer was just under 10mm. So, why has it marginally gone up? I made the surprising 
decision to try to increase the thatch layer a little, as in some places poor bowling deliveries 
were starting to take their toll on your green. By the time the season starts my aim is to reduce 
the thatch layer down to below 10mm again, but hopefully where it had reduced to under 5mm, 
ie on some of the ends, it will be a more realistic 8mm and therefore will be able to take more 
wear. Well That is the theory. 
So, I am still keeping busy green-keeping. I am a fan of winter power-brushing. I use an old 
mower that I have taken the cutting reel and the bottom blade out, and replaced with a circular 
stiff plastic brush. Using this across the green not only sweeps the debris and worm casts from 
the green, it also gives the green a light scarify. The lower I set the brush the more aggressive 
it acts as a scarifier. It also tends to pull out the shallower rooted grasses which is also good. 
My chosen setting gives three full bins (or catcher or baskets if you prefer) from the green 
every time I use it. So, with the very mild winter we have been having, I have been using this 
machine every 2 to 3 weeks.   
Next month I will have made up my mind on what products I will be using on you green, which I 
will share  with you all.  
I am also going to try to make the layout of my report a little more interesting, hopefully with the 
addition of a few photos,  
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