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Ringwood Bowling Club 

Back To Bowls

Specific Guidance for Ringwood Bowling Club Members

 This document gives guidance and specific instructions to Club Members and spectators 
who want to go bowling safely and should be read in conjunction with the  Government and 
Bowls England guidance, whilst the current COVID-19 restrictions are in place.

Who Can Go Bowling
Do not go to the club if you are experiencing any coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms or any 
cold or flu-like symptoms, in particular a cough or a high temperature. Use the NHS 111 
website or helpline and seek advice. For your own protection, follow the advice about self- 
isolation if you are, or are living with, someone in one of the vulnerable groups.
Initially, only paid-up Full Playing and Non-League Playing Club Members can go bowling. 
However, in the future Club Members may be able to invite a rink fee paying guest if and 
when circumstances allow.
Spectators are allowed. The number of spectators per session is limited to the maximum 
number of players in a session, ie. 12. No viewing from the seating along the clubhouse side. 
No entry to the clubhouse accept to use the toilet. Spectators to observe the same social 
distancing rules as the players.
No Club Members can visit the Club unless they are attending a pre booked and confirmed 
bowling session or have previously gained permission, from the Management Committee, to 
attend for other reasons.  Members without such sanction or disregarding these guidelines 
and instructions may be subject to disciplinary action by the Management Committee under 
section 12(a)  of the Ringwood Bowling Club Constitution & Rules.

Bowling Arrangements and Formats
The only way you can go bowling is to make a booking.
There are four Bowling Sessions per day. Each session has only three rinks in play.
• 10:00-12:00
• 12:30-14:30
• 15:00-17:00
• 17:30-19:30
Rink Allocation. The Green Keeper, Paul Wright will make the decisions on Rink Allocation 
for each day. The Rink Allocations for the month of June appear on the News page of the 
Club Website and can be viewed by clicking on Rink Allocations - June.pdf.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation
https://www.bowlsengland.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/bowls_england_covid_19_club_guidance_140520_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ringwoodbowlingclub.co.uk/news
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Only twelve players are allowed on the green at any one time. The only playing formats 
allowed on each rink are
• Individuals playing bowls on their own on a single rink.
• Two individuals from two different households playing on a single rink (no marker).
• Two individuals from the same household playing on a single rink (no marker unless 

from same household).
• Four individuals playing bowls on a single rink. 

How to make a Booking
Bookings can be made by email, phone or text message to Allan Mason at 
allan580mason@btinternet.com or 07763 012780.
Confirmation of Booking will be given after it has been posted on the Fixtures & Events 
page on the Club Website. To view current bookings and vacant slots, click on the Rink 
Booking event that you are interested in.
Bookings can only be made at a maximum of one week in advance.
There is no restriction to the number of bookings that can be made in any one week. 
However, restrictions may be imposed if circumstances demand.
A Member making a booking for oneself may be paired with another Member, who has made 
a similar booking, where the number of players, in a session is less than twelve.

Before You Go To The Club
Dress appropriately before you get to the Club to avoid the need to change clothes. Clothing 
should be clean and not be soiled work wear.
As the Clubhouse and the facilities will remain closed, (see exceptions further on) bring your 
bowling equipment and refreshments with you which must be taken home after playing.
Travel to the green on your own or with members of your own household only. Do not offer 
a lift to, or accept a lift from, anyone outside your household. Do not arrive more than 10 
minutes before your allocated booking time. 
 
Arriving To and Departing From The Club
Social distancing rules must be strictly adhered to. You must remain at least two metres apart 
from other bowlers (who are not part of your household) at all times.
Members and spectators can only enter 10 minutes before a session and to leave no later than 
10 minutes after the end of the session.
If parking in the Club carpark, a vacant space must be left between parked cars.
Change shoes immediately before and after your game, preferably in the car park, if you 
arrive by car, or on one of the benches nearest to your allocated rink. If using a bench, spray 
the area on which you sit and the armrest if applicable, with Antiviral Spray both before and 
after use.

mailto:allan580mason@btinternet.com
http://www.ringwoodbowlingclub.co.uk/fixtures-matches-and-events/month.calendar/2020/05/20/-
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Entering The Club
There is a one-way system for entry and exit to the Club from the carpark.
Members and spectators are to enter the Club through the gate at the east end, (main gate 
end), of the Clubhouse and exit from the west end gate.
The gates to and from the green are to be left open during the day to avoid unnecessary 
handling of the latches. The gates are to be closed at night by a member of the last group to 
leave and opened in the morning by a member of the first group.
As a guide to keep Socially Distant, coloured tape is stretched between the top and bottom 
rungs of the guard railing between the Clubhouse and green, at 2 metre intervals, along the 
length of the Clubhouse.

Before you Bowl
The Clubhouse and all of it’s facilities remain closed except for:-
• To use the toilets.
• To extract bowling equipment from your locker, on your first bowling session. After this, 

all personal bowling equipment must be taken home.

At the Clubhouse entrance, a sanitisation station will be set up which will have the following 
products you can use to sanitise your hands and equipment.
•   Alcohol gel in pump dispensers
•   Paper hand towels 
• Antiviral Spray cleaner, Bleach free
• Anti Bacterial wipes
• Anti Bacterial hand wash
• Disposable Gloves
The equipment shed will remain closed at all times. However, 6 mats and 6 jacks are 
available at the sanitisation station. These are to be sanitised before and after play with the 
sprays supplied. Before play, the newly sanitised mats and jacks must be left for a few 
minutes before placing on the green. All other equipment stored in the equipment shed is not 
to be used.
Scorecards will be available for those who want to score their game. However, please use 
your own pen and take the scorecard away with you when you leave.

Playing the Game
As previously stated, the only playing formats allowed on each rink are
• Individuals playing bowls on their own on a single rink.
• Two individuals from two different households playing on a single rink (no marker).
• Two individuals from the same household playing on a single rink (no marker unless 

from same household)
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• Four individuals playing bowls on a single rink.
Also,
• Do not shake hands before, during or after a game
• Do not ‘high-five‘ OR ‘hug’ other players to celebrate shots or a win
• Only one player should handle the mat during the session, who should be nominated 

before play starts.
• Two jacks (one at each end) should be used and this should be set by one player only  

throughout the session, who should be nominated before play starts.
• If scoring:

Social distancing rules must be strictly adhered to at all times.
Do not touch your opponents’ bowls with your hands
Avoid measuring for shot/s

If you need to rest during the game, use one of the benches nearest to your allocated rink. If 
using a bench, spray the area on which you sit and the armrest if applicable, with Antiviral 
Spray both before and after use.

After Play
The mats and jacks are to be sanitised and returned to the sanitising station.
No rubbish bins will be available. All players must take home their rubbish, bowls, shoes and 
equipment.
Players are to leave, by the exit gate, no later than 10 minutes after the session finishing time.
The last Player to leave in whichever session happens to be the last of the day must ensure:
• That all equipment ie. Rink Markers, Rink Numbers, Mats, Jacks and sanitising products 

are stored in the Clubhouse.
• The Clubhouse is securely locked.
• All gates are closed.

Finally
Despite the measures that we have had to adopt, we are sure that you will be glad to be back 
on the green and hope that you will enjoy your bowling again despite the restrictive format.
If you have any queries or concerns please contact any of the Management Committee 
Members.
Most importantly, please stay safe and well.

The Management Committee


